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The cultivation of corn began over 8,000 years ago in Central America. When European Settlers came 
over to America they have never seen corn before they came to this continent. Corn is considered a 
grass, it is in the same family as crabgrass, bamboo, and sugar cane. Corn is also one of the three major 
grain crops in the world. It’s an important product that we typically use every day. 

Corn seeds are called Kernels, which grow on an ear of corn. Kernels are planted in the ground and with 
the right conditions and water, one seed will produce seven or eight foot plant in two months. That 
produces more than one ear or corn. Which means one small seed can produce hundreds more seeds.  

Corn is a major crop to feed both animals and people in the United States. The Midwest also known the 
Corn Belt, is a large provider of corn. Many farmers there plant corn as their main crop on their farm. 
Corn is used to create many by-products, and some sources estimate that one out of every four food 
products sold at the grocery store has some corn product in it. 

 

True or False? (Circle one) 

Answer the following questions: 

 

7. Name three food items you might have at home that contains corn? 

__________________________________  

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

8. What did you learn about corn that you didn’t know before? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. A corn kernel is not the same thing as a corn seed.   T F 
2. Corn was first grown in Europe. T F 
3. Corn is a major crop in the Midwest. T F 
4. Corn can be found in many products we buy at the grocery store. T F 
5. One corn plant only produces one ear of corn. T F 
6. Corn is considered a grass. T F 
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Answer Key 
1. F 

2. F 

3. T 

4. T 

5. F 

6. T 

7. Any product that obtains one of these products in it ingredients Maize/ Corn Starch Sorbitol & 

Dextrose (Chewing gum, Canned Vegetables,Salad dressing,Mustard, Pudding, Soups ), Corn Flakes, 
Dextrose Powder, Maize Processing (Glucose, Sorbitol and Oil), Edible Corn Oil, Liquid Glucose From 
Maize, Corn Oil (Maize Oil), Maize Processing Unit (Starch, Glucose, Gluten, Germ, Fiber, Steep Water), 
Sorbitol, Wet Milling 

8. Open ended response 


