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ABDOMEN 

THE REAR BODY REGION OF A 

HONEY BEE COMPOSED OF NINE 

SEGMENTS AND CONTAINS MANY 

ORGANS INCLUDING THOSE FOR 

DIGESTION, REPRODUCTION 

AND RESPIRATION 

COMPOUND EYE 

AN EYE MADE UP OF THOUSANDS 

OF TINY LENSES THAT ALLOW A 

HONEY BEE TO SEE ULTRAVIOLET 

LIGHT, WHICH IS INVISIBLE TO 

THE HUMAN EYE, AS WELL AS 

VISIBLE LIGHT (EXCEPT RED) 

COCOON 

THE SILK CHAMBER A LARVA 

SPINS AROUND ITSELF JUST 

PRIOR TO THE PUPAL STAGE 

OF DEVELOPMENT 

ANTENNA(E) 

THE MOVEABLE, SENSITIVE 

FEELERS ON AN INSECT’S 

HEAD WHICH DETECT ODOR 

AND MOVEMENT 

Honey Bee Anatomical Parts Flash Cards 
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EXOSKELETON 
THE HARD OUTER COVERING 

WHICH FORMS A BEE’S BODY 

LEGS 

A HONEY BEE HAS THREE PAIRS 
OF SEGMENTED LEGS USED NOT 
ONLY FOR WALKING BUT ALSO 

TO DUST OFF ANTENNAE, BRUSH 
POLLEN OUT OF THE 

THOUSANDS OF BRANCHED 
HAIRS THAT COVER THE BODY, 

AND TO STORE POLLEN 

HONEY SAC 

THE STOMACH-LIKE ORGAN 
THAT IS CONNECTED BY A 

FUNNEL SHAPED VALVE TO THE 
DIGESTIVE TRACT. THE NECTAR 

STORED HERE WILL BE 
UNLOADED INTO EMPTY HIVE 

CELLS OR PASSED ON TO HOUSE 
BEES FOR FOOD 

HEAD 

THE FORWARD BODY REGION 

OF THE HONEY BEE’S THREE 

SECTIONS THAT CONTAINS 

THE COMPOUND EYES, SIMPLE 

EYES, ANTENNAE, MANDIBLES, 
AND PROBOSCIS 
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MANDIBLE 

LOCATED ON EITHER SIDE OF 

THE HONEY BEE’S HEAD, 
THESE JAW-LIKE STRUCTURES 

ARE USED TO CHEW HONEY 

AND POLLEN, AND TO KNEAD 

WAX 

PROBOSCIS/TONGUE 
A STRAW-LIKE STRUCTURE 

USED FOR SUCKING NECTAR 

OR HONEY 

OCELLUS 

SIMPLE EYE WITH A THICK 

LENS THAT CAN SENSE 

CHANGES IN THE BRIGHTNESS 

OF DAYLIGHT 

MIDGUT/ 

VENTRICULUS 

THE STOMACH SECTION IN 

THE ABDOMEN WHICH 

DIGESTS FOOD 
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POLLEN BASKET 

A SMOOTH, SOMEWHAT 

CONCAVE SURFACE OF THE 

OUTER HIND LEG THAT IS 

FRINGED WITH LONG, CURVED 

HAIRS THAT HOLD THE 

POLLEN IN PLACE 

WAX GLAND(S) 

FOUR PAIRS OF GLANDS THAT ARE 
SPECIALIZED PARTS OF THE BODY 

WALL. DURING THE WAX FORMING 
PERIOD IN THE LIFE OF A WORKER, 

THEY BECOME GREATLY 
THICKENED AND TAKE ON A 

GLANDULAR STRUCTURE. THE WAX 
IS DISCHARGED AS A LIQUID AND 
HARDENS TO SMALL FLAKES OR 

SCALES 

THORAX 

THE MIDDLE SECTION OF THE 

HONEY BEE’S THREE SECTIONS 

THAT CONTAINS THE FLIGHT 

MUSCLES, THE WINGS AND SIX 

LEGS 

STINGER 

FOUND IN A CHAMBER AT THE 

END OF THE ABDOMEN (IN 

FEMALE HONEY BEES ONLY) 

AND IS USED TO DEFEND 

AGAINST INTRUDERS 
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WING(S) 

THE HONEY BEE HAS TWO SETS 

OF FLAT, THIN, MEMBRANOUS 

WINGS, STRENGTHENED BY 

VARIOUS VEINS. THE FORE 

WINGS ARE LARGER THAN THE 

HIND WINGS 


