
Topsfield fair 2010 exhibitor’s handbook 1 Junior fruiT, VegeTaBle & decoraTiVe

secTion a:  VegeTaBle enTries

secTion B:  3x4 fT. displays

secTion c:  fruiT enTries

secTion d: decoraTiVe pumpkin

secTion e:  posTer conTesTs

secTion f:  Veggie creaTure conTesTs

secTion g: decoraTiVe hanging conTesTs

1. all entry forms must be in the topsfield Fairground office by monday,
september 13th at 4pm.

2. exhibitors must bring in exhibits on Thursday, september 30th by
4pm and have exhibits completely set up by 8 pm. Judging will begin that
night.

3. exhibitors can pick up their exhibits on Tuesday, october 12th between
4 -  6 pm. (this is the day after the fair  closes. Please make a note of this.)
no one will be able to pick up their entries on the last day of the fair.

4. use proper entry form on pages 5 and 6.
5. awards will be available to winners Tuesday, october 12th between 

4 - 6 pm in the Vegetable building.  any awards not picked up will be

mailed (1st through 5th only).  all monetary awards will be mailed.

rules and regulaTions for secTions: a, B, c
1. Vegetables and fruits must be grown, selected and arranged by an

individual. groups that work on a vegetable garden must enter a
plate by having a child choose the vegetable(s) they would like to
enter.  (it isn’t fair for a group to compete against an individual.)
each child needs their own entry form.

2. exhibitors should keep in mind when selecting specimens that the
judge looks for:

- uniformity of size, shape and color
- trueness of type
- Proper number of specimens per plate
- exhibits in the proper class
- Washed when necessary
- leave one inch tops on beets and carrots
- onions should not be peeled
- Stems off field tomatoes
- tips left on beans
- Damaged parts trimmed or removed
- Peppers - same number of lobes
- condition of, and freedom from blemishes

3. Squmpkins or large overgrown pumpkins will not be exhibited in
the Jr. dept. these are entered in the adult section, one per family.

4. You must follow all rules and regulations listed, including the entry
dates, or you will be disqualified.

5. all exhibits must represent the work of the individual. the child
must set up the exhibit.

6. an individual may only enter once per class.

awards for secTions a, B, c
1. only worthy entries will receive prizes at the discretion of the

judges.
2. Honorable mention ribbon to be awarded at the discretion of the

judge.
3. Sweepstakes rosette will be awarded in both the fruit and vegetable

sections for the best plate in the show.
4. a special award (ribbon) will be given to: 1. best pair of pumpkins

in the show 2. best pair of squash in the show
5. all ribbons, awards, and entries can be picked up on tuesday, 

october 12th between 4pm and 7pm. all monetary awards (1st–5th)
will be mailed to you.

secTion a: VegeTaBles

entry forms must be received by monday, september 13th at 4 P.M.
exhibits must be set up Thursday, september 30th from 4 - 8 P.M.
(Judging will begin this very evening. exhibitors will be asked to leave 

the Junior area at 8 P.M. Please plan accordingly.)

awards: FirSt  $6.00    SeconD   $5.00    tHirD   $4.00
Section a
class 1.  beans, Pole Wax, 15 specimens

2. beans, Pole green, 15 specimens
3. beans, Pole Shell, 15 specimens
4. beans, green, 15 specimens
5. beans, Purple, 15 specimens
6. beans, Wax, 15 specimens
7. beans, Shell, 15 specimens
8. beans, lima, 15 specimens
9. beets, 5 specimens

10. broccoli, 2 specimens
11. cabbage, 2 specimens
12. cabbage, red, 2 specimens
13. carrots, 5 specimens
14. Danvers Half-carrot, 5 specimens
15. cauliflower, 2 specimens
16. celery, 2 bunches
17. corn, Sweet, husks on, 5 specimens
18. Popcorn, 2 specimens
19. cucumbers, 2 specimens
20. Pickling cukes, 2 specimens
21. egg Plant, 2 specimens
22. Herbs, 3 types in (1) clear glass container with water
23. lettuce, 2 specimens
24. onions, Yellow Flat or globe type, 5 specimens
25. onions, White Flat or globe type, 5 specimens
26. onions, red Flat or globe type, 5 specimens
27. Peppers, Hot red, any type, 5 specimens
28. Peppers, Hot green, any type, 5 specimens
29. Peppers, Hot Yellow, any type, 5 specimens
30. Peppers, Sweet green, any type, 5 specimens
31. Peppers, Sweet red, any type, 5 specimens
32. Peppers, Sweet Yellow, any type, 5 specimens
33. Peppers, Purple, any type, 5 specimens
34. Potatoes, any smooth-skinned late variety, 5 specimens
35. Potatoes, any netted late variety, 5 specimens
36. Potatoes, any red variety, 5 specimens
37. Potatoes, any other, 5 specimens
38. radishes, 10 specimens

awards: FirSt  $10.00   SeconD  $8.00   tHirD  $6.00
39. Squash, butternut, 2 specimens
40. Squash, buttercup, 2 specimens
41. Squash, Delicious, green, 2 specimens
42. Squash, Delicious, golden, 2 specimens
43. Squash, Spaghetti, 2 specimens
44. Squash, Hubbard, blue, 2 specimens
45. Squash, Hubbard, green, 2 specimens

awards: FirSt  $6.00   SeconD  $5.00   tHirD  $4.00
46. Squash, Summer, Yellow, 2 specimens
47. Squash, Summer, green, 2 specimens
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awards: FirSt  $10.00   SeconD  $8.00   tHirD  $6.00
48.  Squash, acorn type, green or White, 2 specimens
49.  Squash, carnival, 2 specimens

awards: FirSt  $6.00   SeconD  $5.00   tHirD  $4.00
50. Squash, any other winter variety, 2 specimens
51. tomatoes, green, any type, stems off, 5 specimens
52. tomatoes, red, any field type, stems off, 5 specimens
53. tomatoes, red, any trellis type, stems off, 5 specimens
54. tomatoes, red, any Plum or Pear type, stems off, 

10 specimens
55. tomatoes, cherry type, stems on, or on branch, 10 specimens
56. tomatoes, Yellow, any Plum or Pear type, stems off,

10 specimens
57. tomatoes, Yellow, any other, stems off, 5 specimens

awards: FirSt  $12.00   SeconD  $10.00   tHirD  $8.00
58. Pumpkins, Field, 2 specimens, woody stem
59. Pumpkins, Jack-o-lantern, 2 specimens
60. Pumpkins, White, 2 specimens

awards: FirSt  $8.00   SeconD  $6.00   tHirD  $4.00
61. Pumpkins, Sugar-Pie, 2 specimens
62. Pumpkins, Jack-b-little, 2 specimens
63. Melon, 2 specimens
64. Watermelon, 2 specimens

awards: FirSt  $6.00   SeconD  $5.00   tHirD  $4.00
65. greens, any type, 2 specimens (roots on)
66. gourds, collection, 10 specimens in a decorative 

container
67. any decorative type corn, 2 specimens

awards: FirSt  $20.00   SeconD  $18.00   tHirD  $15.00
68. bushel, any Vegetable Pack for Market

awards: FirSt  $6.00   SeconD  $5.00   tHirD  $4.00
69. any other worthy exhibit

awards: FirSt  $12.00   SeconD  $10.00   tHirD  $8.00
70. Display of at least 5 different vegetables artfully

arranged in a decorative container
71. Sunflower, largest 12" stalk attached (Judged for largest

diameter and fully seeded head.)

secTion B: 3x4 fooT displays

entry forms must be received by monday, september 13 at 4 P.M.
exhibits must be set up Thursday, september 30th from 4 - 8 P.M.
(Judging will begin this very evening. exhibitors will be asked to leave 

the Junior area at 8 P.M. Please plan accordingly.)

rules and regulaTions

1. any child not older than 20 years of age is eligible to exhibit.
2. all vegetables must be grown, picked and arranged by the child.
3. the exhibit shall occupy a space of 3 ft. x 4 ft. no taller than 2 1/2

feet. only worthy products should be exhibited. each kind of
vegetable should be properly labeled as to variety and in the
amounts indicated in Section a. at least 5 types of vegetables or
fruits.

4. exhibits will be judged according to trueness to type, 
arrangement, freedom from disease, insect and mechanical injury,
also condition and uniformity.

5. the exhibitor should have prepared any canning or decorations
used.

6. list of vegetables and variety must be included in the display.
7. be creative. choose a theme or design that draws a viewer to your

display.
8. the entrant will be disqualified if he or she does not set up his or

her own display.
9. Follow dates and times for entry, set up and pick up.

awards: FirSt $40.00    SeconD $35.00    tHirD $30.00
FourtH $25.00    FiFtH $20.00 

(See special award section)
Section b
class 1. 3 x 4 foot display.

secTion c: fruiT
entry forms must be received by monday, september 13 at 4 P.M.

exhibits must be set up Thursday, september 30th from 4 - 8 P.M.
(Judging will begin this very evening. exhibitors will be asked to leave 

the Junior area at 8 P.M. Please plan accordingly.)

awards: FirSt  $10.00   SeconD  $8.00   tHirD  $6.00
Section c
class 1. baldwin, 5 specimens

2. cortland, 5 specimens
3. Delicious, 5 specimens
4. Delicious, Yellow, 5 specimens
5. gravenstein, 5 specimens
6. Macoun, 5 specimens
7. Mcintosh, early, 5 specimens
8. Mcintosh, late, 5 specimens
9. northern Spy, 5 specimens
10. Wealthy, 5 specimens
11. crabapples, 10 specimens
12. Spartan, 5 specimens
13. any other named variety, 5 specimens
14. Pears, bartlett, 5 specimens
15. Pears, bosc, 5 specimens
16. Pears, clapps Favorite, 5 specimens
17. any other named Pear variety, 5 specimens
18. Peaches, any variety, 5 specimens
19. grapes, blue, 3 bunches
20.grapes, green, 3 bunches
21. any other worthy exhibit

secTion d: decoraTiVe pumpkins

rules and regulaTions
entry forms must be received by monday, september 13 by 4 pm.
all individual entries must be brought to the Vegetable building on          

wednesday, sept. 29th between 4 - 8 pm.

all group entries must be brought in as assigned in acceptance letter                     
wednesday, sept. 29th, between 4-6 pm or between 6-8 pm.

exhibitors must leave the Junior Vegetable area at 8 pm.
all entries that you’d like to pick up must be retrieved on Tuesday, oct. 12th 

between 4-6 pm.  otherwise they will be donated to the food bank..

award ribbons may also be picked up on Tuesday, october 12th, 4- 6 pm.

all monetary awards will be mailed.

individuals

1. Pumpkins may be decorated in any manner but it must be  obvious
that a pumpkin is being used.

2. no carving of the flesh please. you may secure 
decorations with pins, glue, etc.

3. no artificial fruits or vegetables are to be used.
4. Pumpkins are not to be taller than 15 inches. the decorative

pumpkin must sit in a space 1 foot long, keeping in mind that the
shelf is only 8 inches deep. Decorations may be taller, but must be
self-supporting and the entry has to be stable enough to move.

5. an exhibitor may only enter once per class.
6 We try to be fair to all. this is why we have so many age 

groupings.  We have family entries  for adults who would like to
participate with their children.  children entering in an age group
must complete their own work.

7. Pumpkins will be judged keeping in mind age, creativity, and the
originality of theme.

8. the fair and its committee members are not responsible for dam-
age or lost items. 

individual awards: FirSt  $15.00   SeconD  $12.00  

tHirD  $10.00    FourtH  $6.00   FiFtH  $4.00

(two prizes may be awarded in the first, second, and third 

categories as the judge deems worthy)

Special award rosette for best individual entry
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individual decorative pumpkins continued

classes offered:  individual
D1. 4-6 years old D4. 13-15 years old

D2. 7-9 years old D5. 16-19 years old

D3. 10-12 years old D6. 20-100 years old                   

D6a.   Special needs

groups
1. option 1: three tiers, each 3 feet long and 8 inches wide.  this

entry includes a backdrop that is 3 ft. wide by 2.5 ft. tall.  the 
cardboard backdrop must be self-supporting.  the group’s name
must not appear on the backdrop.

option 2: two tiers each 3 ft. long and 8 inches wide.  the deco-
rations cannot be taller than 18 inches (no backdrop).

Due to space limitations  we will accept a limited number of 

entries.

d7 scout troops: 12 entries of option 1

8 entries of option 2 

d8 schools / clubs: 6 entries of option 1

6 entries of option 2

d9 special needs: 3 entries of option 1 

3 entries of option 2

d10 family entries:  Must be secured to a board (or any firm
surface) entry can be no longer than 18” and no wider than 8”.

2.   if your group is accepted as an entry you will be notified.
all family groups will be accepted.

3. all entries are date stamped upon receipt at the administration
building at the Fair.

4. all groups must follow the individual rules when decorating.
Please be sure to read them carefully.

5. the single theme should be chosen by the group.  Keep in mind
there are awards for best educational theme and team Work.
Please remember that this is strictly a youth contest.  groups will
be disqualified from the judging if it appears the adults are doing
the majority of the decorating. children must help set-up exhibit.

6. You will be given a specific space to set up in and it is your job to
make sure that your exhibit stays within those parameters.
(Suggestion: Set up your exhibit at home first.)

7. all groups may have a sign with your group’s name printed on it.
the sign must be 12 inches long x 3 inches tall.  this sign will be
turned over after judging. Please use this exact size for uniformity.

group awards: FirSt  $30.00   SeconD  $25.00                                                           

tHirD  $20.00      FourtH  $15.00       FiFtH  $10.00

Special award rosette for best group entry

classes offered: groups D 7.  Scouts / troops

D8.   Schools / clubs

D9.   Special needs

D10. Family

secTion e: posTer conTesT

Theme: “Vegetables” my Body’s fuel

entry forms must be received by monday, september 13 at 4 pm.

Posters must be brought to the Vegetable building, monday, september 20st 
between 12 noon and 6 pm.

all entries must be picked up on Tuesday, october 12th 4 - 6 pm, otherwise 
they will be discarded.

award ribbons will be picked up on Tuesday, october 12th between 4 - 6 pm. 

all 1st through 5th place awards not picked up will be mailed.

Monetary awards will be mailed.

rules and regulaTions

1. Posters may be decorated in any manner keeping in mind the
theme, using original artwork– no computer art.

2. the posters should be no larger than 36" x 36". any variation of
the theme is acceptable. please only use poster board. 
no form Board.

3. the posters will be judged for use of theme, creativity, color and
public eye appeal.

4. no poster will be hung if the committee feels it may be offensive to
the public. Prizes will be awarded as the judge deems worthy.

5. an exhibitor may enter only once in any given class.
6. the fair is not responsible for damaged or lost items.
7. any entry not believed to be completed by the child will be

 disqualified.
8. each poster must be marked clearly with the name, age, full

address and phone number on the back of their poster.

individual awards: FirSt  $10.00   SeconD  $7.00  

tHirD  $5.00    FourtH  $4.00   FiFtH  $3.00                  

classes offered:  individual

e1.  4-6 years old e4. 13-15 years old

e2.  7-9 years old e5. 16-19 years old

e3. 10-12 years old e6.  20-100 years old     

SPecial aWarD roSette will be awarded to the best posters in the
show (as judge deems worthy).

group awards: FirSt  $20.00      SeconD  $18.00  

tHirD  $15.00    FourtH  $10.00   FiFtH  $8.00

the only group entry offered in the poster contest will be:

e7. buddy (maximum of 2-4 entrants working on the 
same poster)

secTion f: Veggie creaTures

rules and regulaTions

entry forms must be received by monday, september 13th by 4 pm.

all entries must be brought to the Vegetable building on wednesday, 

september 29th  4-8 pm.

exhibitors must leave the Junior Vegetable area at 8 pm. (Please plan accordingly.)

all entries must be picked up on Tuesday, october 12th 4 - 6 pm, otherwise 

they will be discarded or donated to the food bank.

award ribbons may be picked up on Tuesday, october 12th between 4 - 6 pm.

Monetary awards will be mailed.

all 1st through 5th place awards not picked up will be mailed. 

continued on next page



Junior fruiT, VegeTaBle & decoraTiVe

Veggie creatures continued

individuals
1. Veggie creatures may be decorated in any manner, but it must be

obvious that vegetables are being used.
2. no carving into the flesh of the fruits or vegetables please. You may

attach decorations with pins, glue, etc.
3.  any combination of vegetables allowed. no artificial fruits or 

vegetables of any kind.
4.  Vegetables are not to be taller than 15 inches. Veggie creatures must

fit in a space one foot long, keeping in mind the shelving is 8 inches
wide. Decorations may be taller, but must be self-supporting and
the entry has to be stable enough to move.

5. an exhibitor may only enter once per class.
6. We try to be fair to all.  this is why we have so many age groupings.

We have a family entry for adults who would like participate with
their children.  children entering in an age group must complete
their own work.

7.  creatures will be judged keeping in mind: age, creativity, and 
originality of theme.

8. the Fair and its committee members are not responsible for any
lost or damaged items. 

individual awards: FirSt  $10.00   SeconD  $8.00                 
tHirD  $6.00      FourtH  $4.00         FiFtH  $2.00

tWo PrizeS MaY be aWarDeD in tHe 1St, 2nD, anD 3rD
Place categorieS aS tHe JuDge DeeMS WortHY.

SPecial aWarD roSette For tHe beSt inDiViDual entrY
Will be aWarDeD.

classes offered:  individual 
F1.   4-6 years F4.   13-15 years
F2.   7-9 years F5.   16-19 years
F3.   10-12 years F6.   20-100
F6a.  Special needs

groups
Due to space limitations,  we will accept a limited number of group 

entries.

1. groups will be as follows:

f7 scout troops: 6 entries

f8 schools / clubs: 3 entries 

f9 special needs: 3 entries

f10 family entries:  Must be secured to a board (or any 
firm surface) entry can be no longer than 18” and no wider than 8”. 

2.  if your group is accepted as an entry you will be notified.  all family
groups will be accepted (no letter necessary).

3. all entries are date stamped upon receipt at the administration
building at the Fair.

4. all groups must follow the individual rules when decorating.
Please be sure to read them carefully.

5. the single theme should be chosen by the group.  Keep in mind
there are awards for best educational theme and team Work.
Please remember that this is strictly a youth contest.  groups will
be disqualified from the judging if it appears the adults are doing
the majority of the decorating and set-up.

6.  all veggie creature group entries will be displayed on a flat surface
with measurements not exceeding 3 ft. long x 18 inches wide x 18
inches high.

7. You will be given a specific space to set up in and it is your job to
make sure that your exhibit stays within those parameters.
(Suggestion: Set up your exhibit at home first.)

8.  groups will be judged on originality of theme, creativity, use of
color, and attractiveness of display.

9. all groups should have a sign with your group’s name printed on it.
the sign must be 12 inches long x 3 inches tall.  this sign will be
turned over after judging. Please use this exact size for uniformity.

group awards: FirSt  $25.00   SeconD  $20.00                                                           

tHirD  $15.00      FourtH  $10.00       FiFtH  $5.00

Special award rosette for best group entry

classes offered: groups  F7.  Scouts / troops  

F8.  Schools / clubs

F9.   Special needs 

F10. Family

secTion g: decoraTiVe hanging

(wall or door)
Theme: “my happy place”

rules and regulaTions

entry forms must be received by monday, september 13th by 4 pm.

all entries must be brought to the Vegetable building on  monday, september

27th between  12 noon and 6 pm.

all entries must be picked up on Tuesday, october 12th between 4 - 6 pm,

otherwise they will be discarded.

award ribbons may be picked up on Tuesday, october 12th between 4 - 6 pm.  

all 1st through 5th place awards not picked up will be mailed.

Monetary awards will be mailed.

1. Decorative Hanging should be no larger than 2 ft. in length, width,
or height.
2. Keeping in mind the theme, create a decoration that you would

want to hang on your door or wall.
3. the use of natural material is encouraged. However, the decoration

is meant to be used at one’s home for months, so artificial ingredi-
ents are acceptable.

4. it must have a wire attached so that it can be hung on a  trellis
fence. 

5. only one entry per class.
6. Wall Hangings will be judged for use of materials, color, 

creativity, public eye appeal and use of theme.
7. You must send in entry forms and bring in exhibits by the dates and

times listed above.
8. Your name, town, age and phone number must be attached to the

back of the hanging.

awards: FirSt  $10.00   SeconD  $8.00   tHirD  $6.00
SPecial roSette aWarD to the best Wall Hanging in Show
Section g
class individual entries

g1. 4-6 yrs g3. 10-12 yrs g5. 16-19 yrs
g2. 7-9 yrs g4. 13 -15 yrs g6. 20-100 yrs 

no group entries offered.

Special Awards
MetcalF MeMorial aWarD: to be awarded to the individual receiving the
most ribbons in the entire Junior Vegetable Department.

WooD MeMorial aWarD: to be awarded to the individual receiving the
most 1st place ribbons in the Junior Fruit and Vegetable Department.

HenrY J. ranta MeMorial aWarD: For the best educational exhibit in
the Junior Vegetable Show.

carleton M. StearnS MeMorial aWarD: to the exhibitor with the best
plate in the Junior Fruit and Vegetable Department.

SYDneY a. Porter MeMorial aWarD: two awards will be given (1) best
family or group entry in Decorative Pumpkin or Veggie creature. (2) best indi-
vidual entry in Decorative Pumpkin or Veggie creature.

SPirit aWarD: to the exhibitor who enters in more than one category &
exhibits good sportsmanship & creativity. the Junior committee will give this
award.

teaM acHieVeMent aWarD: to the group who shows creativity, team work,
cooperation and plenty of youth involvement.

inDiViDual acHieVeMent aWarD: to the exhibitor who shows knowledge,
workmanship, and thoroughness in exhibiting.
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all entry forms must be received by sept. 13th by 4 pm. 

Please mail this entry form to:
Topsfield fair, p.o. Box 134, Topsfield ma 01983

or e-mail to: essex@topsfieldfair.org
or fax to: (978) 887-3016

Topsfield fair 2010 exhibitor’s handbook 5 Jr. fruiT & VegeTaBles indiVidual enTry form

exhibitor name (please print clearly) _______________________________________________ exhibitor # (if Known) ___________

Street __________________________________________ city _______________________ State ________ zip ____________

telephone (________) _________________________________________________ age _______________________________

e-Mail address__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section class no. Description

PleaSe uSe FolloWing Page aS neeDeD

Junior fruit, Vegetable, & decorative
indiVidual enTry



Topsfield fair 2010 exhibitor’s handbook 6 Jr. fruiT & VegeTaBles group enTry form

Junior fruit, Vegetable, & decorative
group enTry

group name (please print clearly) _______________________________________________ exhibitor # (if Known) _____________

type of group (troop, School, etc.) ____________________________________________ contact Person ____________________

Street __________________________________________ city _______________________ State ________ zip ___________

telephone (________) _____________________________ ages of  children in group ___________________________________

e-Mail address __________________________________________________________________________________________

POSTER CONTEST

Section e class number _________________________________________________________ # exhibitors in group ___________

VEGGIE CREATURE  (Height 18”, Width not over 3’, Depth not over18”)

Section F class number _____________________________ theme _____________________ # exhibitors in group ___________

FAMILY

Section & class number _____________ theme_____________________________________ # exhibitors in group ____________

DECORATED PUMPKIN

Section D class number _____________ group type (troop, School, etc.) __________________ # exhibitors in group ____________

all entry forms must be received by Sept. 13th by 4 pm. 

Please mail this entry form to:

Topsfield fair, p.o. Box 134, Topsfield ma 01983
or e-mail to: essex@topsfieldfair.org

or fax to: (978) 887-3016

each tier is only 3 ft. long. Be sure to set up your exhibit and

measure it prior to setting it up at the fair. you must stay

within the space limits given for your entry.

family entry will have one tier 1 1⁄2 ft. long by 8” wide.  must be

secured to a board or any firm surface.

decorated pumpkin group entry form: remember that only a limited number of group entries will be accept-

ed this year. The entries will be accepted as they are received according to the postmarked date and time.

choose an option: check one box only.

option 1: three tiers 3 ft. long each.
Must have a backdrop 3 ft. wide by 2.5 ft. tall.

(See rules for specifications.)

set-up september 29th between 4 - 6 pm.

option 2: two tiers 3 ft. long each.
no backdrop.

nothing higher than 18" in exhibit.

(See rules for specifications.)

set-up september 29th between 6 - 8 pm.
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