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Summary of Field Trip  
 Students will have the opportunity to explore various aspects of the 
wonderful world of the Honey Bee.  Students will be guided through 4 different 
stations, each one focused on a different topic.  In the first station students will 
work with some of our great Bee Building Volunteer Teachers and have the 
chance to examine a live bee colony at work and see how honey is made.  In the 
second station students will observe the various products that we use everyday 
that have honey in them or need bees to be made.  At the third station students 
will be working together to create a honey bee craft that they will be able to bring 
home.  Finally, in fourth station students will receive packets of bee-friendly 
flower seeds and a sample of Haagen Dazs Vanilla Honey Bee ice cream.  In 
addition, on our grounds, we have a Honey Bee Garden that features flowers that 
promote bee pollination, that students can visit.         

 
Vocabulary 
Honey  
Beeswax 
Insects 
Pollen 
Colonies 

Beekeepers 
Hive 
Worker bee 
Queen 
Drones 

Comb 
Mate 
Life Cycle  
Life Span 
Nectar

 
Objectives  

*Students will be able to recognize various terms that have to do with 
honey bees.  
*Students will be able to verbally explain how important honey bees are to 
our own lives and how we could not live without them.   
*Students will be able to recognize the different products we get from 
honey bees.   
*Students will understand the concept that plants and animals are 
partners and dependent on each other.  
 

Massachusetts Frameworks 
Life Science (Biology) PreK-2   

1. Recognize that animals (including humans) and plants are living 
things that grow, reproduce, and need food, air, and water. 
3. Recognize that plants and animals have life cycles, and that life 
cycles vary for different living things. 

 

 



6. Recognize that people and other animals interact with the 
environment through their senses of sight, hearing, touch, smell, 
and taste. 

 
 Grade 1 Concepts and Skills 
  Economics 

9. Give examples of products (goods) that people buy and 
use. (E) 
 

 Grade 2 Concepts and Skills 
  Economics 

9. Explain what buyers and sellers are and give examples of 
goods and services that are bought and sold in their 
community. (E) 

 

 
Background Information  
 The honey bees that produce most of the honey we eat are not native to 
North America.  Early European settlers brought them here in the 1600s so they 
would have a steady supply of the sweetener they were accustomed to eating back 
home.   
 The Aztecs and Mayans in Mexico and Central America ate honey from 
bees native to America, but those bees did not produce as much honey as the 
European bees.   
 The natives on the east coast sweetened their food with maple syrup, the 
sap they found in maple trees. These people called the European honeybees 
“white man’s flies”.   
 Bees must have the help of other bees to make honey.  One bee would have 
to make 154 trips, carrying tiny amounts of nectar from the flower to the hive, 
just to make one teaspoon full of honey.  If one bee has to make a pound of honey 
all by herself, it would take her 160, 00 hours and 80,000 trips.  That would be 
like flying around the world three times.  One worker bee actually only makes 
1/12 a teaspoon of honey in her lifetime.  But working together, a colony of bees 
may bring in as much as 40 pounds of nectar in a day and make 200-300 pounds 
of honey in a year. 
 Flowers need bees’ help as well.  Bees have fine hairs on their legs and 
bodies.  They collect pollen on these fine hairs as they fly in and around flowering 
plant sipping nectar into their honey stomachs.  They pass pollen from leg to leg 
and pack it into pollen baskets located on their hind legs.  Bees need the nectar to 
produce honey, and flowers need the pollen the bees bring from other pants so 
they produce seeds.  Bees also use pollen as an alternate food source.   
 By being good partners to flowers, honeybees also act as very good 
partners for farmers.  Most of out major food crops start as flowering plants that 
rely on the honeybees and other insects for pollination.  Through pollination 
honeybees help to produce larger crops.  They increase the yield of fruit, 



vegetables and other crops by 25 to 30 percent.  If not for the honeybees our food 
supply would decline.  One-third of food eaten in the US depends on pollination.     

United States Department of Agriculture – Agriculture in the Classroom -- http://www.agclassroom.org/  
   

  

Student Connections 
Start by writing the word “partnership” on the board and ask students to 

think of their own definition for the word.  What are some famous partnerships?  
In a partnership, is one partner more important than the other?  When do we 
work in a partnership? (school, sport teams etc)  Why are partnerships 
important?  Then have students create a list of partnerships in nature (worm and 
soil) and direct students to the partnership of bees and flowers.   

 
 
Pre-Trip Lessons/Activities  
(Use some or all of these to help introduce the topics/concepts before you join us 
at the Fair) 

 
1. Create a diagram of a life cycle of a tree or a plant, to help students 
understand what a life cycle is. Review various life cycle vocabulary.      
 Read Aloud Books (to go along with lesson): 
  The Plant Life Cycle By: Cheryl Jakab  
  The Life Cycle of an Oak Tree By: Ruth Thomson  
 
2. As class, create a list of all the products the students think that you get 
from honey bees or need honey bees for.  Then do the same for food.  
Bring in an apple (and other things you have access to) and ask students if 
they think apples have anything to do with honey bees.  Get them thinking!      
 
3. Examine the different parts of both a honey bee and of a hive.  Become 
familiar with the different parts and terms.   

-Cut out the parts of a honey bee and paste them together to make a 
whole bee.  (see worksheets)  

 
4. Demonstrate pollination by drawing the outline of two large flowers on 
the chalkboard.  Fill in one of the flowers with colored chalk.  Roll a cotton 
ball around in the colored chalk and then rub the cotton ball on the other 
flower.  Explain that the fine hairs on the bee’s legs and body act like the 
fine fibers on the cotton ball to pick up pollen from one flower and deposit 
it on another as it moves from flower to flower gathering nectar.     
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